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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Courtney (5,969,755). 

Regarding claim 31, Courtney discloses a method of monitoring an area, 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting successive images of the monitored area (figure 1, element 11 detects 
and captures successive images); 

evaluating the detected images in order to identify events of interest in the 
monitored area (col.4, lines 59-65; note Courtney discloses the evaluation of the 
detected images by classifying or identifying the events of interest); 
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selecting and saving, for each event of interest, image information from the 
detected images (col.4, lines 62-65; note Courtney discloses the indexing or selecting of 
the image information from the detected images; further, Courtney discloses the storing 
or saving of the image information into the database, element 15); 

saving identifying information for each event of interest (figure 1, element 15); 

presenting a list of the saved identifying information to a user (col.5, lines 7-11; 
note Courtney discloses the user can retrieve a video sequence, based on event-based 
and object-based parameters, from a number of video sequences stored in element 15); 

permitting the user to select the identifying information corresponding to one of 
the events of interest (col.5, lines 9-23; note Courtney discloses the selection of the 
identifying information with the use of queries to specify certain identifying information in 
an event of interest); and 

displaying for the user the saved image information for the event of interest that 
corresponds to the selected identifying information (figure 1, element 19). 

Note claims 1-30 and 34-39 have similar corresponding elements. 

Regarding claim 32, Courtney discloses the identifying information where each 
event of interest occurred at a specific point in time (col.5, lines 14-18; note Courtney 
discloses the use of timestamps). 

Regarding claim 33, Courtney discloses that the identifying information and the 
information of the events of interests are stored in the computer memory (figure 1 , 
element 15; the database disclosed by Courtney must include organized subdivisions 
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within the database 15, otherwise the information will be disorganized and lost, thus 
making retrieval of information impossible). 

3. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Seeley 
(6,069,655). 

Regarding claim 31, Seeley discloses a method of monitoring an area, 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting successive images of the monitored area (note in figure 2, there are 
numerous cameras 22 monitoring and detecting successive images; also in figure 7, 
element 22 obtains the successive images and sends them to image processor 30 
where there image detection is done in element 34); 

evaluating the detected images in order to identify events of interest in the 
monitored area (figure 7, element 36; note Seeley discloses the evaluation of images 
where the events and objects are recognized, labeled and identified; also note that 
Seeley teaches the ability to compare frames to determine whether or not there is an 
alarm condition as disclosed col. 12, lines 22-29); 

selecting and saving, for each event of interest, image information from the 
detected images (col. 15, lines 24-30; Seeley discloses the selection of image 
information from the detected images; further, Seeley discloses the storing or saving of 
the image information into picture buffer 40 of figure 7); 

saving identifying information for each event of interest (figure 7, element 40); 

presenting a list of the saved identifying information to a user (col. 10, lines 28-31; 
Seeley discloses the generation of a log or list of the saved identifying information); 
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permitting the user to select the identifying information corresponding to one of 
the events of interest (col. 10, lines 19-31; Seeley discloses the selection of the 
identifying information by panning, tilting, or zooming into the identifying information in 
an event of interest); and 

displaying for the user the saved image information for the event of interest that 
corresponds to the selected identifying information (figure 15, element 602). 

Note claims 1, 2, 22, 25, 29 and 38 have similar corresponding elements. 

Regarding claims 3-14, Seeley discloses the selection criteria to determine what 
kind of event is the intrusion (col.5, line 58 to col.6, line 2; note Seeley discloses that 
certain alarm conditions need to be met before indicating the presence of an intruder). 

Regarding claim 15, Seeley discloses the saving of the detected image (figure 7, 
element 40; figures 13-14, element note elements 406a-406n and 506a-506n are video 
buffers). 

Regarding claims 16 and 17, Seeley discloses the image resolution of the 
reference image saved at a first resolution and at a second resolution higher than the 
first (note in figure 8B, the reference image is saved at a first resolution, a thumbnail 
image with a lower resolution where as in figure 8A, the reference image is saved at 
higher resolution, at "full resolution"). Also, Seeley discloses the display of the 
reference image at a higher resolution in figure 15, element 602c and the display of the 
reference image at a lower resolution in figure 15, element 602b, where Y is the 
thumbnail image selected for being separately viewed in 602c. 
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Regarding claims 18 and 32, Seeley discloses the retrieval of historical video 
data or a time log or list of events of interests and their occurrences (col.6, lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 19, Seeley discloses the saving of the time at which the 
intrusion occurred and also the operator to the saved time information and the image 
information (col.6, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claims 20-21 , Seeley discloses the step of periodically saving a new 
reference image (col.11, line 42; note the image is continually or periodically updated). 

Regarding claim 23, Seeley discloses the use of a network interface circuit 
(fig.13. element 408, fig. 14, element 508 and fig.15, element 610, 614; Ethernet is a 
topology of communication network). 

Regarding claim 24, Seeley discloses a camera housing (see fig.7). 

Regarding claim 33, Seeley discloses a memory for saving or storing video 
information (figure 7, element 40; figures 13-14, element note elements 406a-406n and 
506a-506n are video buffers). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seeley 
(6,069,655) in view of Judson (5,572,643). 



Application/Control Number: 09/292,265 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2613 

Regarding claim 34, Seeley discloses a memory for saving or storing video 
information (figure 7, element 40; figures 13-14, element note elements 406a-406n and 
506a-506n are video buffers). Seeley does not disclose the use of a web browser that 
can display hypertext markup language format files with image information. However, 
Judson clearly teaches the use of a web browser that can display hypertext markup 
language format files with image information (figures 4-5; as disclosed in col. 5, lines 61- 
64, Judson indicates that the browser can display image information faster by retrieving 
from the cache or computer memory). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the teachings of Seeley and Judson as a whole for 
viewing image information with the use of a browser so as to identify and view the 
image information from the events of interest that needs to be retrieved for showing the 
occurrence of the most recent intrusion events. 

6. Claims 35-37 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Seeley (6,069,655), Okuyama (5,467,402) and Judson (5,572,643). 

Regarding claims 35-37 and 39, Seeley discloses a memory for saving or storing 
video information (figure 7, element 40; figures 13-14, element note elements 406a- 
406n and 506a-506n are video buffers). Seeley discloses the retrieval of historical 
video data or a time log or list of events of interests and their occurrences (col.6, lines 
38-41). Seeley does not specifically disclose the saving of the events that occurred on 
a first day and a second day. However, Okuyama teaches the gathering of image 
information on a day (figure 10; note the "time zone file" indicates the first day and the 
second day for gathering image information of the events, where the day can include 
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events like cloudy, fine, rain, luminance, darkness, etc...)- Seeley and Okuyama do not 
disclose the use of a web browser that can display hypertext markup language format 
files with image information. However, Judson clearly teaches the use of a web 
browser that can display hypertext markup language format files with image information 
(figures 4-5; as disclosed in col.5, lines 61-64, Judson indicates that the browser can 
display image information faster by retrieving from the cache or computer memory). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to take the 
respective teachings of Seeley, Okuyama and Judson as a whole for monitoring 
intrusion so as to retrieve video information of illegal activities to present as evidence for 
prosecution of the perpetraders. 

7. Claims 26-28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Seeley (6,069,655) in view of Baxter (5,966,074). 

Regarding claims 26, 27 and 30, Seeley discloses the storage of image 
information (figure 7, element 40; figures 13-14, element note elements 406a-406n and 
506a-506n are video buffers) and the display of image information (figure 15, element 
602). Seeley does not disclose the display of the path of movement of the object or 
intruder. However, Baxter teaches the display of the trajectory or path of movement of 
the intruder (col.1, lines 43-49). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to 

Regarding claim 28, the examiner takes Official Notice. The saving of the image 
information by storing a series of Cartesian coordinates is well known in the art, 
otherwise, if one does not save the series of Cartesian coordinates, then the saved 
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image cannot be recovered for clear image display. One would be compelled to peruse 
Baxter to see how Cartesian coordinates are applied for saving and retrieving image for 
display (col.2, lines 53-58). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen Wong whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5978. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Thursdays from 8am- 
6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (703) 305-4856. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9314 for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700. 
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